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ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

Dear Sir: 



In response to the Election of Species Requirement issued June 8, 2005, Applicants 
hereby elect the first species identified by the Office, which comprises "depositing a gas phase 
reducing agent onto the substrate to form a layer of reducing agent on the substrate/' 



All pending claims read on this species. Note that there are two independent claims, 
claims 1 and 34. No pending claim has a limitation that is inconsistent with the elected species. 



Claim 1 recites "exposing the substrate to a boron-containing species to form a boron- 
containing layer." In claim 1 as well as each claim depending therefrom, the boron-containing 
species could be a gas phase reducing agent. Unless otherwise specified, however, the claims are 
not limited to the gas phase. Further, the boron-containing layer could be a layer of reducing 
agent, as provided in the elected species, although the claims are not necessarily limited in this 
manner. 



Claim 34 recites "exposing the substrate to a silane." This could involve "depositing a 
gas phase reducing agent onto the substrate to form a layer of reducing agent on the substrate." 
All claims depending from claim 34 can read on the elected species. 

In summary, the first species is hereby elected and all pending claims (claims 1-39) are 
deemed to read on the elected species. 

If any fees are due in connection with the filing this Response to Restriction 
Requirement, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 
500388 (Order No. NOVLP096). 
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